INTRODUCTION                     9
Freeman wrote from Masulipatam to Richard Edwards,
one of Marshall's fellow voyagers to India in 1668
(O.C. 3413)5 who was then at Kasimbazar : " The
Agent hath sent a strict order to your Chiefe in the
Bay to settle all the Bay Factoryes and hath ordered
Mr. Vincent Second of Cassumbazar and Mr. Marshall
third, whom I believe you will find a Person proud
and Surly enough.7' George White, however, was of
a different opinion. He told Edwards (O.C. 3422):
" If Mr. John Marshall be settled at your Factory
(which was in agitation when I left your parts), let
me advise you to entertaine an intimate correspondence
with him, whome can assure you upon my owne tryall
is a right honest and ingenious person/'
In the end Patna, then under the charge of Job
Charnock, who was later to immortalise himself as
the founder of Calcutta, was selected as Marshall's
destination, and he was allotted to the post which
another factor, Joseph Hall, had obstinately refused
to fill. He set out from Hugh on 28th March, 1670,
in a " Budgeroe " (bajra) manned by fourteen oarsmen
and two steersmen. Beyond the crew and necessary
servants his only companion seems to have been
Gabriel Townsend, with whom he appears to have
been antagonistic from the beginning.
In this voyage Marshall in his Diary gives the
distance " sayled and rowed and pulled " in each stage
and narrates each day's occurrence. No striking event
marked the journey, but all objects of interest are
faithfully noted. Marshall had a fit of tertian ague
from 28th March to yth April, and cured it by means
of pills brought from England for the purpose. In
spite of his indisposition he appears to have purchased